RELIVING THE GLORY DAY

More than a decade of '60s and '70s Salamanca football available on DVD

By Rich Place :
Special 1o the Olean Timeas Herald

SALAMANCA — In less than a year, a team of Salamanca
residents has spearheaded an effort to turn a pile of dusty, old
16-millimeter films sitting in a basement into an easy-to-access
vital piece of this city’s sports history.

In what could be considered the late Ron Yehl's final proj-
ect, 13 years of Salamanca Warrior football dur- ;
ing the 1960s and 1970s have been converted
into DVD format and are now available for
purchase. The seasons are part of the tenure of
coach Joe Sanfilippo, who managed Salamanca

igh football from 1957-73.

“This is a really awesome thing because,
without Ron doing this, there would be no
way of ever looking at these games from
way back then,” said April Vecchiarella, city
historian.

In fact, the entire project happened

by chance. Last autumn, a friend of Mr.
" Yehl's and Dave Andrews — who both
played football at Salamanca under Coach
Sanfilippo — said he found the reels in a
basement at a sale in Jamestown,

“I got there and, sure enough, here
were all the reels of Salamanca High
School football,” Mr. Andrews told The
Salamanca Press last December. “What
are the chances of running into something
like this?”

Mr. Yehl and Mr. Andrews bought the entire collection for
$75 and donated the films to the Salamanca Historical Society.
Soon, Yehl began the task of finding someone to convert the
tapes into a more accessible format while looking over the
reels himself.

Although Mr. Yehl passed away unexpectedly in July, Ms.
1qfe-::t:hiarel%a and others continued the task to get the films onto
DVD.

“T think it was really important to see this project through
to its completion after everything Ron did for this city,” Ms.
Vecchiarella said.

At a cost of nearly $4,000, the seasons were converted
from 16-mm film to DVD by an individual in Jamestown, Ms.
Vecchiarella said. The cost was covered, in part, by memori-
als made to the Salamanca Historical Society with the hopes
of getting some of the initial cost back with the sales of the
DVDs.

All seasons from 1960-70 and 1972-73 are now available in
DVD format. Among those years includes the school’s first
undefeated season (7-0-1) in 1964 and the team'’s first perfect
seasons (8-0) in 1965 and 1967.

In total, the Warriors went 74-24-4
during the seasons included on the reels
and only had two losing seasons during
that period.

Ms. Vecchiarella said a wide variety
of people would enjoy watching the old
footage. Although Sa]lamanca High alumni

and those who played football may be
the most interested audience, anyone who
grew up in Salamanca and has an interest in
its rich history should enjoy them.

“I watched the one from 1964 and it was

really neat to see Vet's Park back then and to

see all the people standing on the sidelines,”
Ms. Vecchiarella said. “I think they would be a
great Christmas gift. Imagine being a member
of the undefeated 1964 season and watching it
all over again.”

Although there is no audio on the film
because of their conversation from 16-mm, the

quality of the video has been restored during
the conversation process. Ms. Vecchiarella said the quality is
“very, very good.”

e DVD series, properly titled “The Coach Sanfilippo
Years,” are available for purchase at the Salamanca Historical
Society Museum on Main Street. About half of the years - 1960-
63, 1965, 1967, 1970 and 1973 - are sold on one DVD for $35.
The other years are available for $50 on two discs.

For more information, including the possibility of having
the DVDs shipped, call the Historical Society at 945-2946 or
stop in on Thursdays and Saturdays between 10 a.m. to 4
p-m.



